
Dig a hole 6-8 inches larger than the root 1.	
ball of the plant and deep enough to keep 
the plants’ soil level slightly higher than the 
surrounding soil.

For balled and burlapped plants, leave the 2.	
burlap and wire basket on the root ball. 
For plants in containers, carefully remove 
the plant from the pot.

Spread MYKE soil additive on the root ball 3.	
where new root growth will occur.  

Place the plant in  the hole then cut and 4.	
remove any twine or burlap that is around 
the trunk. 

Backfill around the root ball with a mixture 5.	
of Cotton Boll Compost and soil. In heavy 
clay soil, use 1/3 compost to 2/3 soil. In 
sandy soils mix the compost and soil equally. 
Make sure that there are no air pockets by 
firmly packing and watering the soil.

To promote new root growth, water the 6.	
newly planted tree or shrub with a mixture 
of Ferti-lome Root Stimulator and water, 
mixed according to label directions. Use the 
root stimulator two more times, waiting 10 
days between applications.

Apply a layer of mulch 7.	
around the base of the 
tree or shrub. Not only 
does this look good, it 
also helps to conserve 
water.
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On average, give your new tree or shrub a 
deep soaking about once a week. The goal is 
to keep the soil moist but not soggy.  Adjust 
your watering accordingly.  

If in doubt, stick your finger in the soil near 
the base of the plant, if it is moist 3-4” below 

the surface, that is sufficient.

Rainfall and irrigation systems may provide •	
sufficient water.
A plant will use more water during hot •	
windy weather than cool cloudy weather. 
Sandy soil requires more frequent watering •	
than clay soil.

Container grown plants may require •	
more frequent watering than balled and 
burlapped  plants.

Fertilize: Trees and shrubs should be fed once 
in the spring and again in the fall after they have 
been in the ground one year.  

Insect, disease and other problems: If 
your plants are having problems give us a call 
or better yet, bring in a leaf sample. We can 
then diagnose the problem and give advice for 
treatment.

Staking: We believe it is best not 
to stake most trees. If allowed 
to buffet the wind, trees will 
form a stronger root system. 
By not staking there is a 
reduced chance of the tree 
snapping or being damaged 
at the point where the wire 
or rope contacts the tree. 
Trees smaller than 1.5 inches 
may need staking. After one year 
stakes should be removed.

The first step in successful planting is selecting 
the right plant for the right location. 

Sun requirements: Determine how much 
sun the area you are planting receives. Full sun, 
partial sun or shade.

Plant size: Consider the mature size of the 
plant when selecting it for your landscape.

Water requirements: Some plants like dry 
locations, some thrive in wet areas and some 
are adaptable to a wide range of conditions. 

Call before you dig 1-800-DIG-SAFE



Planting Guide
Tree & ShrubWarranty is on original plant only and it will •	

be replaced only one time. 

No cash refunds. If a suitable replacement can’t •	
be found, a store credit will be issued.

No warranty without sales receipt. •	

Plant size and original price are subject to •	
current availability.

Warranty does not apply to plants damaged •	
due to extremes in weather, neglect or 
vandalism. 

Warranty is non transferable. •	

Warranty does not cover plants that have •	
damaged appearance but will recover with 
care.

No warranty on annuals, perennials, roses, •	
houseplants or plants purchased for resale.

Myke Warranty: When Myke is 
purchased and used at the time of planting, trees 
and shrubs have a warranty of 100% of purchase 
price for five years.  All other provisions of 
Tree Top’s warranty apply. Sales receipt must 
note tree or shrub and appropriate quantity of 
Myke on same receipt. Excludes: rhododendron, 
azaleas and blueberries.

WARRANTY

Trees and shrubs planted by Tree Top  have 
a warranty of 100% of the purchase price, full or 
discounted, for one year, not including labor. 

A labor fee equal to the original planting price •	
will be charged on trees and shrubs replaced 
by Tree Top. 

Customer installed trees and shrubs have 
a warranty of 50% of the purchase price, full or 
discounted, for one year.
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